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Press images: https://bit.ly/2whAI6W 

Rare etchings made by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert are to go on display at the British Museum to celebrate this year’s bicentenary of both their births. The free display, At home: royal etchings by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert will open in July and will consist of 20 artworks that the royal couple made in the early years of their marriage in the 1840s. The etchings – a type of printmaking involving drawing on a metal plate - depict domestic scenes of their life in Windsor and Claremont and often feature their beloved children and pets. 
These special artworks were donated to the British Museum by King George V, Queen Victoria’s grandson, in 1926 and it is the first time they will have been put on public display. Despite Victoria and Albert only intending these works to be seen by close friends and family, King George wanted a set to be kept for the nation and so gave them to the British Museum which houses the national collection of prints and drawings.
Victoria and Albert were talented and enthusiastic amateur artists. Prince Albert introduced the Queen to the practice of etching soon after their marriage in the chapel at St James’s Palace on February 10, 1840. Their first etchings were made on 28 August 1840, guided by Sir George Hayter, who was working on a vast oil painting of the marriage, now in the Royal Collection (an 1844 print of this painting will be on display here). Their new hobby coincided with the arrival of their first children: Victoria, Princess Royal was born on 21 November 1840 and their son Albert Edward, the future King Edward VII, was born within the year on 9 November, 1841. 
This inspired the young parents to record many intimate domestic moments and scenes of nursery life in their prints. The royal couple enjoyed working together on their etchings, and a number of their prints were collaborations. Some of etchings by Prince Albert in the display were actually based on Victoria’s own earlier drawings, demonstrating how much they liked to work together.
The couple were also passionate dog-lovers and a number of dogs appear in these works, including one by the famed artist Sir Edwin Landseer, who etched the Queen’s Terrier, Islay, while teaching Her Majesty to draw. It is displayed here alongside a copy of Islay’s head by Victoria herself. 
As etching involves making multiple impressions of the same image, Queen Victoria and Prince Albert would give away many of the impressions they made to close friends and family. It is not known how many survive although some can be found in private collections such as the Royal Collection and at Harewood House. The set donated to the British Museum were kept by the royal family for reasons unknown, until their donation to the British Museum by the King, 25 years after Victoria’s death. , 

Sheila O’Connell, curator of prints and drawings at the British Museum says:  “As parents, both Victoria and Albert have been much criticised, but these images show them in a completely different light. The scenes Victoria depicts in her drawings show her to be a very affectionate mother, and it’s clear that both she and Albert enjoyed spending time with their children. We’re delighted that we can now put these works on display for the first time since King George V donated them to us. It is the perfect way to celebrate 200 years since the birth of these towering figures of British history, who were also enthusiastic artists.” 
The free display At home: royal etchings by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, opens at the British Museum on July 18 2019.
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Notes to editors
The Department of Prints and Drawings
The Department of Prints and Drawings contains the national collection of Western prints and drawings, in the same way as the National Gallery and Tate hold the national collection of paintings. It is one of the top three collections of its kind in the world. There are approximately 50,000 drawings and over two million prints dating from the beginning of the fifteenth century up to the present day.

The collection is available to the public through the Study Room and through a programme of temporary displays, touring exhibitions and loans.
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Follow updates on the display via Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

@britishmuseum
For more, follow the British Museum blog at blog.britishmuseum.org
Further information

Contact the Press Office:
020 7323 8583/8594 / communications@britishmuseum.org 
High resolution images and caption sheet available at https://bit.ly/2whAI6W 
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