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Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

Introduction

This resource contains a hyperlinked list of National Archives current resources for Black,
Asian and Minority Ethnic histories on The National Archives website. It includes education
resources, exhibitions, research guides, blog posts and podcasts by staff and external
writers and links to external websites.

The intention for this resource is to make it easier for teachers to find resources for teaching
a diverse curriculum. We are committed to further improving our resources and continuing
to increase the number or Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic histories told through our
lessons and collections.

This document will be updated periodically to add new resources that have been made
available through our website nationalarchives.gov.uk/education.

In light of the debates around the term ‘Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic,” and the acronym
‘BAME," it might be important to note that it is used primarily for its practicality. Indeed, our
records highlight the shifting nature of language as it applies to ‘race’ and racism over time,
often inspired by social justice struggles. They provide a broader historical context for the
emergence of such terms, and how through ongoing discussions, they are likely to change
again in the future.
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Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories
Introduction

This finding aid contains many different types of resource available via The National
Archives website. The following list shows what to expect from each category of resource.

Themed Collections

Small curated collections of digitised documents introduced by a specialist on the topic.

Lessons

Fully resourced lesson packs designed for use in a classroom either as a whole or to be
adapted by teachers into their own lesson plans and teaching styles.

Videos

Our educational video series: ‘Spotlight On’, ‘Unboxing the Archive’, ‘History Hook’, and ‘Time
Travel TV

Broadcasts

Recordings and resources from our broadcast events ‘Archives Live’ and ‘History Mysteries'.

Topic Websites
Websites and digital exhibitions dedicated to a topic or theme. Most of these are now
archived; however, their content is still useful for study.

Online & Onsite Education Sessions

Free workshops run by the Education service for school aged students.

Young People’s Projects

Resources created by young people during projects at The National Archives.

Outreach Resources

Resources from the Outreach team for underrepresented community groups.

Research Guides

Informative guides written by our collections experts offering advice on document series.

Talks, Podcasts and Webinars

Records of events run at The National Archives by staff and guest speakers.

Blog Posts

Blogs written by staff members and researchers working with The National Archives.
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Themed Collections Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/capturing-our-collections/

This is a collection of student artworks creating in response to documents found in The
National Archives inspired by the theme ‘Equity, Freedom, and Belonging'. Many of the
entries are in response to documents related to histories around race and communities of
colour, such as the Partition of British India and segregation in 1950s United States.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/civil-rights-in-america/

This collection relates to protests, racial tension and the
state and federal government response to calls for equal
rights for Black Americans in the 1950s and 1960s.

These documents mainly record the reaction of British
diplomats based in different parts of the United States to
segregation and the response to it by civil rights leaders
and ordinary Americans.

Image: Martin Luther King. The Daily Telegraph newspaper, 5 April 1968
via The British Library.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/commonwealth-migration-
since-1945/

This collection is about postwar migration from Commonwealth countries to Britain.
They cover a wide range of topics including government policies and attitudes towards
migration, the Empire Windrush and migration from the Caribbean, and housing and
treatment of migrants after their arrival.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/home-front-1939-1945-part-one/

This collection includes documents about the Empire Home Front and the contributions of
the British Empire to the war effort.
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https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/home-front-1939-1945-part-one/

Themed Collections Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/indian-independence/

This document collection relates to India and the struggle for independence and the road
to partition 1939-1947. It covers some of the key aspects of this period, for example, how
the Second World War impacted on India’s relationship with Britain, the civil disobedience
campaign as well as the differences between Indian politicians Jinnah and Gandhi. Other
documents relate to British government policy on independence and various conferences
held on the matter. Further documents explore the immediate impact of partition including
its effect on the Sikh population.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/loyalty-dissent/

This document collection explores the experiences
of the Indian army fighting in the First World WAr.
Students can explore many themes, for example
loyalty, bravery, motivation, radicalism or sedition
within the Indian army.

Image: Sikh raw recruits, 1933-35. Catalogue ref: CN 4/8/35

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/people-gcse-english-language/

A selection of images to inspire creative writing including portraits of S J Celestine Edwards
1894, Wm Brand Esq 1892, and Ali Bin Hamoud Sultan of Zanzibar 1908.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/protest-democracy-1818-1820/

This collection contains documents relating to William Davidson in the Cato Street
conspiracy.
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Themed Collections Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/seafarers-stories/

The purpose of this resource is to use the graphic novel

‘Seafarers’ Stories' to explore the experiences of Panjabi,
Mirpuri and Bengali seafarers in Britain in the early 20th
century.

For a week in August 2021, a group of five young people
connected online to take part in a project using archive
documents to inspire a graphic novel. In creative
workshops led by acclaimed illustrator, Serena Katt,

the young people learned how to script and illustrate

a graphic story about their interpretations of the
seafarer’s lives.

Image: Front cover of Seafarers’ Stories by illlustrator Serena Katt.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/significant-people-collection/

This collection contains documents relating to the
Tudor trumpeter John Blanke, Sophia Duleep Singh,
Walter Tull, Nelson Mandela, Noor Khan, and Baroness
Floella Benjamin.

Image: John Blanke's wage slip, 1508. Catalogue Ref: E 36/214, f. 109

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/significant-places/

This collection contains photographs of the Taj Mahal
and the Pyramids and Sphinx in Egypt.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/significant-events/

This collection includes a telegram relating to the passengers of the Empire Windrush,
their accommodation and employment.
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Themed Collections

Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/twenties-britain-part-two/

This collection includes the deportation order of
Sidney Bechet, a Jazz musician working in London.

Image: Sidney Bechet's deportation order, 16 September, 1922.
Catalogue ref: HO 45/24778

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/attlees-britain/

This collection explores Britain between 1945-1951, including documents on immigration
and the Empire Windrush.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/fifties-britain/

This collection explores the political and social aspects of 1950s Britain including

documents on Rachmanism, racial intolerance, employment, and ‘A West Indian in
England'.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/sixties-britain/

This collection explores the political and social aspects of 1960s Britain including

documents on racial discrimination, an article on a survey on race and support for Enoch
Powell.
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Lessons Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/1919-race-riots/

The focus of this lesson concerns the riots that took place in Cardiff and Liverpool in
1919. The lesson is designed to support students following a thematic study on race and
immigration and attitudes towards ethnic minorities from 1919 onwards.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/african-nurses/

Use this lesson to find original documents which explore
the role of African nurses in the health services of Britain.

This lesson has been developed in collaboration with
the Young Historians Project and their project ‘A Hidden
History: African women and the British health service'.

Image: Nigerian Princess Adenrele Ademola returns home from London
after her training as a nurse. © IWM D 16165

https://livewp.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/apartheid-in-south-africa/

This lesson uses original documents to consider some of the main legislative steps taken
to create a system of apartheid in South Africa. What was the impact and consequences of
apartheid for Black, White and ‘Coloured’ South Africans?

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/bulaya-chanda/

Using the life of Bulaya Chanda, also known as Samson Jackson and Chief Luale, the
purpose of this collection is to allow students and teachers to explore various themes
around Empire between the First World War and the start of the Second World War.
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Lessons Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/bussas-rebellion/

This lesson looks at the story of the Bussa rebellion in Barbados on Sunday 14 April 1816,
based on evidence relating to the reaction of the British authorities.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/caribbean-history-photographs/

This learning resource encourages the user to examine representations of race, culture
and identity using The National Archives’ collection of photos, which spans 100 years of
Caribbean history.

Produced by the New Art Exchange in Nottingham as part of the Caribbean through a Lens
project.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/the-chinese-civil-war/

Why did the fighting between the Kuomintang and
Chinese Communist Party happen?

Use the British government sources in this lesson to
explore the complicated reasons behind the war and its
outcome, including party ideology, propaganda, fighting
tactics, and power struggles.

Image: Chinese postage stamp commemorating the People’s
Liberation Army during the Chinese Civil War from 1927 to 1949.
M&N / Alamy Stock Photo
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Lessons Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/the-cultural-revolution/

The Cultural Revolution took place in China from 1966 to 1976. It was not a revolution

to overthrow the government or people in power. Instead, it was a political movement
initiated by Mao Zedong, who was Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and
leader of China. Use the original sources in this lesson to explore the Cultural Revolution.
How and why did it come about, and what were some of its impacts?

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/the-empire-windrush/empire-windrush-
caribbean-migration/

This lesson asks the question: why did people
from the Caribbean travel to live and work in
Britain?

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/the-empire-windrush/early-black-
presence/

This lesson is about early Black presence in Britain
since the medieval period.

Image: Black figure on illuminated initial from Abbreviato of The
Domesday Book. Catalogue Ref: E36/284 f.19

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/the-empire-windrush/empire-
windrush-life-for-migrants-in-the-1940s-and-50s/

This lesson encourages pupils to explore original sources to find out how Caribbean
migrants were treated after their arrival. Why was it difficult to find decent accommodation
and jobs? How were they treated? What were race relations like in the cities in the 1950s?
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Lessons Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/the-empire-windrush/empire-
windrush-the-notting-hill-carnival/

What do the sources in this lesson reveal about the significance of the Notting Hill
Carnival and why it began?

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/hong-kong-and-the-opium-wars/

Use this lesson to find out the causes behind the First Opium War and how Hong Kong
became part of the British Empire. How important were economic factors in the growth
of the British Empire? How can we explain the unique position of Hong Kong in the world
today?

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/the-history-of-lgbtg-rights-in-
britain/

This lesson includes section 377 of the Indian Penal Code, which criminalised
homosexuality in British colonies. It also includes a portrait of Patrick Nelson, a gay
Jamaican man who first came to the UK in 1938. Finally, it includes a page from a 1989
newsletter from the Black Lesbian and Gay Centre.

Image: Photograph from a flyer calling for justice for the Mangrove Nine, Notting Hill, 1970. Catalogue ref: HO325/143

— )
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Lessons Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/mangrove-nine-protest/

This lesson is intended to develop historical understanding of the history of racism and
anti-racist activism in post-war Britain. Public encounters with the police shape experiences
of government and attitudes towards the state and democracy more generally. Use this
lesson to find out more about the history of Britain’s Black Power movement and the trial
of the Mangrove Nine.

https://livewp.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/mapping-caribbean-migration/

Mapping passenger journeys gives a unique insight into individual migration stories and
migration patterns. This new website uses passenger lists held at The National Archives to
gain greater understanding about migration from the Caribbean to Britain by the so called
Windrush generation through a series of interactive maps.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/may-fourth-movement-1919/

This lesson can be used to support the study of Mao’s China (1945-76) as well as the overall
development of China in the 19th and 20th centuries. It can also support the study of
international relations in the period after the First World War, especially the Paris Peace
Conference and the Treaty of Versailles.

Image: Virginia described by Captain John Smith and engraved by William Hole, [1612] Catalogue ref: MPG 1/284
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Lessons Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/native-north-americans/

This lesson uses documents that describe what happened between early English settlers
and Native Americans in Virginia. Investigate how the English described this early contact.
How did Native Americans react to the arrival of Europeans? Were relations friendly and, if
so, how and why did they change over time?

Image: Three Trains at Kasur 1947 by PINS © Bhupinder Singh, 2020

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/partition-of-british-india/

In this video, Igbal Singh, Hannah Carter and Eleanor Newbigin introduce a document
relating to the partition of British India. They explore what this document’s tone and
content can tell us about British official’s attitudes to the violence that occurred after
partition. Students also hear an oral testimony from Igbal’s aunt whose family were
displaced in 1946 due to growing tensions in British India. There is an accompanying
resource pack you could use to explore this topic further.
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Lessons Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/refugees-in-south-asia-during-
second-world-war-1939-1945/

This lesson looks at Polish and Jewish refugees who came to India from Europe and were
joined by refugees from Malta and the Balkans. Alongside these refugees nearly half a
million people fled from Burma and Southeast Asia as the Japanese advanced and sought
shelter in colonial India.

It includes the stories of woman migrants such as Mrs. Soffe.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/slavery/

This lesson offers graphic evidence of the cruelty on which enslavement was based.

The Court Records from Dominica reveal all kinds of details about the way enslaved
African society worked. Most of all, however, it shows the punishments meted out to
enslaved people, in all its brutality. It is an important piece of evidence of the reasons
why the abolition campaign proceeded beyond 1807 to full abolition of the institution of
enslavement in 1833.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/sugar/

This lesson explores the time in history when sugar was beginning to become more easily
available and affordable in England, due to the transatlantic slave trade, the growth of
sugar plantations in the Americas, and the labour of enslaved peoples on these plantations.
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https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/the-boxers-of-whitechapel/

What can the stories of two West Indian boxers, the
daughter of an Irish carpet maker and a child born
in Whitechapel itself reveal about the challenges and
benefits of living around Commercial Street in the
Victorian era?

Image: Boxer Ching Hook in fighting stance, 1888. Catalogue ref: COPY
1/392

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/the-independence-of-
bangladesh-in-1971/

This lesson looks at how Bangladesh became an independent country after the
Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971. This topic also sheds light on migration patterns into
Britain and the large Bangladeshi community here.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/the-south-african-war-how-did-
the-british-conduct-war-in-1899-1902/

Use this lesson to find out how the British civil and military authorities carried out the South
African war in 1899-1902 and how the public responded to the conflict.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/tobacco/

Use the documents in this lesson to explore the early Stuart fascination with tobacco,
focusing particularly on overseas trade networks and the activity of the Virginia Company,
which helped popularise tobacco in England.
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Lessons Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/ugandan-asians/

Use this lesson to find original documents and video testimonies which explore the
expulsion of Ugandan Asians and their experience as refugees in Britain. It includes
women'’s stories and oral histories.

Image: Walter Tull and the rest of the Tottenham Hotspur Football Club, 1909. Catalogue Ref: COPY 1/539 (18).

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/walter-tull/

This lesson has been created by year 5 pupils from Crane Park School Primary School,
Feltham who spent time with The National Archives education web team as part of our
‘Kids in Museums' day at The National Archives in November 2019. Pupils ‘became’ content
developers tasked with creating their own online lesson on Walter Tull using an original
photograph and document. All of the questions based on the sources provided in this
lesson have been suggested by the pupils.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/wartime-propaganda/

During the Second World War, Britain was keen to keep the support of the colonies in her
Empire, including those in West Africa. Propaganda leaflets like the one in this lesson were
sent to try and help win their support.
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https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/who-was-noor-khan/

Delve into some of the exciting files held at The
National Archives, to find out all about the role
of the Special Operations Executive (SOE) during
the Second World War and the experience of
one individual woman - Noor Inayat Khan. We've
selected a range of documents to help your
pupils learn more about the world of espionage
in the 1940s, including photographs, reports and
guidance for spies!

This lesson was developed for students with
dyslexia.

Image: Noor-Un-Nissa Inayat Khan. Catalogue Ref: HS 9/836/5

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/quizzes/quiz-yourself-on-
significant-individuals/

How much do you know about these historical figures?

In this quiz, you'll encounter six illustrated portraits of significant individuals throughout
history, illustrated by Fiona McDonnell. Figure our who each figure is and then answer
some questions about them!
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Videos Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

Spotlight On is a series of video guides, each based on an individual collection held at The
National Archives.

In each video, a specialist presenter introduces one of our collections and highlights a
document from it connected to the history curriculum for Key Stage 3/4/5.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/videos/spotlight-on/spotlight-on-
baptist-war/

Collections expert Daniel Gilfoyle looks at records related to the 1831-32 Baptist War slave
rebellion in Jamaica from our Colonial Office collection.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/videos/spotlight-on/spotlight-on-
brixton-riots/

Collections expert Kevin Searle looks at a Home Office inquiry into the 1981 Brixton riots.

Image: Photograph from inquiry into the 1981 Brixton uprising. Catalogue Ref: HO 266/89

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/videos/spotlight-on/spotlight-on-
government-films/

Collections expert Sarah Castagnetti looks at a document relating to a public information
film from 1971 entitled ‘Insaaf’, the Urdu word for ‘fair play’ or ‘justice’.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/videos/spotlight-on/spotlight-on-
slavery-registers/

Collections expert Philippa Hellawell looks at Treasury slavery registers from 1826.
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Videos Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

Unboxing the Archive tells the stories of our collection through individual documents.
Each episode features one of our record specialists exploring a key moment or figure from
history and how they feature within our collection.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/unboxing-the-archive/chaucers-
london/

Dr Euan Roger introduces E122/71/4 - a customs account from 1380-1381. Part of this
account tells the story of a merchant referred to in the document as ‘African Peter'.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/unboxing-the-archive/spanish-
louisiana/

Ralph Thompson introduces PRO 30/55/19 De Galvez's authorisation of Poucha Houmas (3
Oct 1779) and the Carleton Papers, documents related to Colonial America.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/unboxing-the-archive/walter-tull/

Dr George Hay introduces WO 339/90293 - the Temporary Commission of Walter Tull as an
officer in the British Army during the First World War.
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Videos Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

These short video tasks are accessible introductions to some of our online lesson
resources.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DflpUK2g7Ss&t=1s

Join Ela as she introduces a document related to
migration. This video forms a starter activity for
our Bound for Britain lesson.

Image: Mauby seller, Barbados, 1950. Catalogue Ref: INF 10/39 (8)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzZb5rMvy4Q

Join our Education Officer, Hannah, as she introduces a document related to the abolition
of Slavery. This video forms a starter activity for our Slavery lesson.
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Videos Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

The National Archives invite children and families across the country to join us in travelling
through time! These short videos are aimed at younger children and families as part of our
Time Travel Club.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/families/
time-travel-tv/a-significant-person/

This episode will investigate an important person in
British history, Sam King. He faced many challenges but
overcame these to achieve great things.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/families/time-travel-tv/archaeology-in-the-
archives/
Today we are going digging but where are we traveling to? Come and see what documents

we have related to a famous excavation that took place nearly 100 years ago. What was
discovered what much older than that!

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/families/time-travel-tv/living-under-canvas/

This is a special episode of Time Travel TV to mark Refugee Week. The episode shares the
stories of child refugees who came to Britain, which have been recorded in documents we
hold in our archive.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/families/the-yellow-bicycle/

Welcome to the Time Travel Club’s activities to mark an event which happened in 1972 in
Uganda, Africa. The leader of Uganda, President Idi Amin, told all the Asian people living
there that they had to leave their homes forever.

To help you find out more, we have created a special video called ‘The Yellow Bicycle'. In
this video Chandrika Joshi will tell you a story about what it was like to live through this
time.
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Topic sites Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

Archives Live: D-Day

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/archives-live-d-day/

This broadcast about D-Day hosted by Dan Snow features the story of Lilian and Ramsay
Bader, who were both mixed-race and both involved in the war effort. Ramsay Bader took
part in the D-Day landings.

Archives Live: Whitechapel

https://livewp.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/archives-live-whitechapel/

This broadcast explored three stories of migration to Whitechapel in the 19th century:

Caribbean migration, Irish migration, and Jewish migration. It explores stories such as that
of Alec Munroe, a Caribbean boxer living in Whitechapel.

Archives Live: Windrush

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/archives-live-windrush-75/
Join Baroness Floella Benjamin for this live event which marked the 75th anniversary of the
arrival of Empire Windrush to Tilbury dock.

Floella Benjamin is an acclaimed presenter, actress, author and the first woman from
Trinidad to become a member of the House of Lords. Her bestselling book Coming to
England can be found on the shelves of many classrooms.
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Topic sites Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/abolition-slavery/

This resource portal provides information on the Slave Trade as well as links to other
resources including lessons, research guides, and further reading.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/art-war/

Second World War propaganda images focused on the theme of Allied Unity.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/black-presence/

This online exhibition was created in partnership with the Black and Asian Studies
Association. The site examines Black and Asian history in Britain 1500-1850 with case
studies and further reading suggestions based on key events, people and themes. The
site includes many useful documents with transcripts from a variety of archive series.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/british-empire/

Explore case studies of the rise and fall of the British Empire in India, Africa, Australia and
North America.

Image: Empire Marketing Board 1927-1933 poster. Catalogue ref: CO 956/537


https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/abolition-slavery/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/art-war/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/black-presence/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/british-empire/

Topic sites Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/

Explore the official papers of the British Cabinet from 1915 to the 1970s by theme
including topics of Empire, Commonwealth and Decolonisation. Browse further digitised
papers to the 1990s.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/citizenship/

Discussions on citizenship including the 18th Century inquiry into the Slave Trade following
Thomas Paine’s Rights of Man leading to the Slavery Abolition Act, the rise and fall of the
British Empire and The British Nationality Act of 1981 which gave British citizenship to all
Commonwealth subjects.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/focus-film/

Archive footage of the British Empire and Commonwealth in the 1900-1945 and Post-war to
Present Day categories.


https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/
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Topic sites Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/great-war-1914-1918/

This section of the Great War website examines the allied nature of the British Army made
up of divisions of Indians, Australians, New Zealanders, South Africans, West Africans and
Canadians, as well as British troops. The sources in this case study will give you a sense of
the range of different people the average British soldier might have met while serving in
the Great War.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/home-front-1939-1945/

Details on life in the Empire during the Second
World War including attacks on British colonies,
the industrial war effort and the impact of
rationing, and evacuation from countries at risk to
other colonies and dominions within the Empire.

Image: On War Work in Britain: Aircraft workers from India: 1942-
1944.. Catalogue ref: INF 2/11 (5)

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/leaders-and-controversies/

A section of this site explores Martin Luther King and his role as a leader of the Civil Rights
Movement.

The resource includes detailed source-based case studies on desegregation at Little Rock
Central High School, the campaign in Birmingham Alabama, the march on Washington DC
and views of Martin Luther King after his assassination in 1968.
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Topic sites Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/moving/

Moving Here explores, records and illustrates why
people came to England over the last 200 years
and what their experiences were and continue to
be.

The site is now archived following the end of the
project, however the resources can be browsed
and used to discover Caribbean, Irish, Jewish and
South Asian histories.

Image: Bengali woman fetching water from well in earthenware
pots 1944. Catalogue ref: INF 14/435

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/outreach/projects/migration-histories/
panjab-1947-a-heart-divided/

Videos recording the narratives of four Panjabi elders uprooted from their homeland
during the Partition of British India in 1947. Images accompanying these stories include
both archive documents and personal photographs from the families involved in the
project.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/world-war-ii/

Information on events in World War Two away from the Western Front including the
‘Forgotten Army’ in Burma, the fall of Singapore, Pearl Harbour and Hiroshima.
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Topic sites Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/category/ugandan-asians-event/

Six videos relating to an event in 2012, organised by The National Archives and The Exiles
Project, marking 40 years since the expulsion of Asians from Uganda by Idi Amin. The
videos include a talk on documents held at The National Archives and several personal
accounts of the experiences of those forced to leave.
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Onsite & online education sessions Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/apartheid-fight-for-freedom/

Available onsite

Key stage 5

Exploring a range of original Foreign Office files, students will investigate different forms
of resistance against the system of apartheid. By using original documents, such as
telegrams, diplomatic correspondence and newspaper cuttings, students will undertake
their own historical enquiry into the anti-apartheid struggle.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/black-victorians/

Available onsite & online

Key stages 2-3

In this workshop in your classroom students will use a range of different sources, including
census records and photographs, to learn about the diverse lives of four Black individuals
who lived in Britain in the Victorian era. Pupils investigate what documents can tell us about
their lives, but also reflect on the questions they leave unanswered, and consider how these
can act as a catalyst for further study.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
sessions/civil-rights-racial-segregation/

Available onsite
Key stages 4-5

Exploring a range of Foreign Office files produced
by the British Government during the presidencies
of Eisenhower, JFK and Johnson, students will
investigate the response of the ordinary Americans
and the US government to segregation.

Image: Extract from the lllustrated London News, September 15th,
1956. (ZPER 34/208). © Mary Evans Picture Library
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Onsite & online education sessions Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/choosing-for-the-archives-send/

Available onsite & online
Students with ASC, MLD, SLD and PMLD

In this session, your students find out about different people’s stories from the archives.
Using documents, images and sensory storytelling, they explore the lives of individuals such
as Windrush passenger Sam King and Elizabeth I. Students then make decisions about what
they feel is important to keep and choose objects to add to the archive box.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/migrants-to-britain/

Available onsite & online
Key stages 3-4
What can government documents reveal about the experience of Indian seafarers?

In this workshop, students will explore the lives of Indian seafarers, known as lascars,
through investigating a variety of documents. They will gather evidence about themes such
as migration, identity, challenges and agency.

Image: Photograph of Jan Mohamed, 1918. Catalogue ref: HO 45/13750
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Onsite & online education sessions Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/resistance-and-rebellion-in-the-
caribbean/

Available onsite & online
Key stage 3

In the Caribbean, enslaved workers continually resisted their conditions. From day to day
acts of resistance, such as killing livestock and pretending to be ill, to full-scale armed
revolts, enslaved people confronted those that enslaved them in very different ways. In
this session students will examine fascinating original documents to explore the different
methods of resistance enslaved people used to resist slavery and why these were so
important in their pursuit for freedom.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/the-mangrove-nine/

Available onsite & online
Key stages 3-4
How much can documents from The National Archives reveal about the Mangrove Nine?

In this workshop, students will investigate the ground-breaking case of the Mangrove
Nine. This session explores themes of institutional racism, police discrimination and Black
resistance.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/whitechapel/

Available onsite & online
Key stages 3-4

Students will investigate this question, posed by Queen Victoria in November 1888, using a
range of original documents. They will analyse original census records to draw out lines of
enquiry about the area of Whitechapel in the 19th century. In addition students get to follow
up on their enquiry by selecting a further useful document. These will include original press
photographs of East London, plans for slum clearances and police reports on immigration.
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Young people's projects Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/capturing-our-collections/

This is a collection of student artworks creating in response to documents found in The
National Archives inspired by the theme ‘Equity, Freedom, and Belonging'. Many of the
entries are in response to documents related to histories around race and communities of
colour, such as the Partition of British India and segregation in 1950s United States.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
education/students/archive-experiences/film-
projects/holding-history/

Working with professional filmmaker,

Nigel Kellaway, our young people had the
opportunity to explore original documents
from our collection spanning key events and
lesser-known personal stories from the past
1,000 years of history, considering questions
such as: What is The National Archives?
How has it changed and developed over the
centuries? What are the challenges, threats
and importance of an archive in today’s
world?

The film includes the stories of William
Cuffay, Noor Khan, the Maroons and the
Empire Windrush.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/rebels-in-the-records/

‘Rebels in the records' is a series of films combining puppetry, model-making and
animation created by young people in July 2021. They explored people/groups who have
stood up for what they believe in, campaigned for change or lived in a different way to
their contemporary society.

One of the films tells the story of Samuel Sharpe, who was the leader of the 1831-32
Baptist War slave rebellion in Jamaica.
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Young people's projects Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/archive-experiences/art-
projects/2021-seafarers-stories/

Our graphic novel project ‘Seafarers’ Stories’ ran online from Monday 2nd - Friday 6th
August with a group of five young people (age 16-19 years). Working with acclaimed
illustrator Serena Katt the group learned how to create a graphic story.

The content of the graphic novel was based directly on archival documents which tell the
story of seafarers from Mirpur, Bengal and the Panjab, who travelled to Britain working on
merchant ships in the 1920s-30s. These seafarers faced major challenges on board ships,
and were forced to prove their status as British after migration legislation passed in 1925.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
education/resources/suffrage-tales/

To mark the 100-year commemorations of
the Representation of the People Act, the
Education Service worked with professional
film-maker, Nigel Kellaway, to engage young
people (aged 16-19) with suffrage records
held at The National Archives.

The film includes the story of Sophia Duleep
Singh.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/uncovering-lgbtg-lives-in-the-
archive/

‘Uncovering LGBTQ+ lives in the archive’ is a series of films combining puppetry, model-
making, and animation created by a group of eight young people in July 2022. The project
allowed the group to explore moments of LGBTQ+ history from the collection. They then
used their reflections to inspire the narrative and artwork for their films.

One of the films tells the story of the Shim Sham Club, a 1930s club that was heavily
associated with African American culture.
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Outreach resources Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/outreach/projects/drama-and-archives/
colonial-seafarers/

Once British Always British is a collection of three 30-minute audio dramas that are the
result of a collaboration between The National Archives and Tamasha Theatre Company
and explore the migration of Yemeni, Indian and Caribbean sailors to British ports during
the 1920s. Each story is inspired by material researched during a writing residency at The
National Archives.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/outreach/five-photos/

Five Photos is an online resource designed to encourage people to engage creatively with
our collections. It aims to provide a mindful, social or reminiscence-based activity for those
shielding or in care home settings.

The five images you see here feature scenes from Britain, Africa and the Caribbean, taken
between 1926 and 1965.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/outreach/projects/migration-histories/
indian-indentured-labour/

The Kuli Dhal Puri creative anthology is the culmination of our successful collaboration
with BAATN that began in 2019. This wonderful collection of writings and images, which
are deeply soulful, are the processing of emotional responses to archival materials
relating to the history of Indian Indenture in our collection.

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/tag/loyalty-and-dissent/

As part of the First World War commemoration programme, this project worked with
historians and playwrights to devise a series of short plays and accompanying education
resources exploring the topic of South Asia and the First World War.
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Research guides Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/american-
and-west-indian-colonies-before-1782/

Use this guide to find out about records of the British administration in colonial North
America (present day United States) and the West Indies. The records can tell you about:

* The earliest English settlements (rather than settlers) in North America
* Native Americans

+ Piracy

* Theslave trade

+ English conflicts with the Spanish and French

This is not a guide to records relating to colonial settlers.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/black-history/

This portal resource is designed to support the discovery of documents relating to Black
British history within The National Archives’ collections.

Due to the nature of our records, the term ‘Black British history’ in this context refers to
records relating to British citizens of African and African-Caribbean descent.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/black-british-
social-and-political-history-in-the-20th-century/

This guide will help you to find records relating to the experience and influence of black
British people in the 20th century. It focuses on the records held here, at The National
Archives, that relate to civil rights and race relations. It will also direct you to records held
elsewhere.
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Research guides Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-
transatlantic-slave-trade-records/

This research guide gives an overview of the major primary sources at The National Archives
that relate to aspects of the slave trade, slavery and unfree labour in the British Caribbean
and American colonies. It will help researchers to identify which areas of the collection will
be of most use to them and suggest other sources and further reading that will help put
these in their historical context.

It covers records created throughout the trade, from the 16th to the 19th centuries.
This includes a wide range of documents from across The National Archives’ collection,
illustrating the extent and impact of the trade at the time. The guide is by no means
exhaustive, but aims to introduce and illustrate the diverse documents relating to the
transatlantic slave trade held by The National Archives.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/colonies-
dependencies-further-research/

This guide shows you how to find records held at The National Archives relating to the
British Empire from 1782 and outlines ways of researching a particular topic. From the
16th century onwards, the British government amassed a wealth of documentation on
its empire. The collection is therefore an unrivalled resource on the history of the British
Empire and its former colonies.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/empire-
commonwealth-records-held-by-other-archives/

This research guide is intended as an introduction to the key records relating to the history
the British Empire and Commonwealth held at The National Archives and at other archives
in the UK.
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Research guides Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/slavery-or-
slave-owners/

This guide will tell you how to find records of enslaved people and slave owners at The
National Archives.

Your best chance of finding a record of an individual who was enslaved is to find them on
a slave register. However, there are no registers of enslaved people before 1812. The best
place to find information about an enslaved person before 1812 is in the private papers of
the slave owner, or in records about the owner or his or her property. Papers might still be
with the family or deposited in a local archive or library where the family lived or settled.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/immigration/

This guide provides advice on how to locate records of immigrants to England and Britain
from the 13th century onwards. It also covers records which reflect government policy
towards immigration over the last 800 years.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/indian-army-
personnel/

This is a guide to finding records of the Indian Army during British rule. The vast majority of
these records are currently held by the British Library.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/indian-
indentured-labourers/

This guide will tell you how to find records of Indian indentured labourers at The National
Archives.

The records at The National Archives are mainly concerned with how governments generally
administered different indentured labour systems. They contain very little personal
information about the labourers themselves.
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Research guides Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/individuals-
from-the-caribbean-an-overview/

This guide provides a brief overview of resources at The National Archives that can help
you to trace individuals from the Caribbean. Itis an introduction to the sorts of records we
hold, with links to guides providing more detailed advice on how to find the records in our
collection.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-
transatlantic-slave-trade-records/

Use this guide for an overview of records held at The National Archives that shed light on
the slave trade, slavery and unfree labour in the British Caribbean and North American
colonies. The guide is by no means exhaustive, but introduces and illustrates the diverse
range of documents related to the transatlantic slave trade held here.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/soldiers-
african-forces-under-british-control/

This is a brief guide to help you research personnel in African armed forces. The records are
comprehensive and varied, though sometimes complicated. When former British colonies
gained independence from the United Kingdom, their governments assumed responsibility
for all records relating to their armed forces, with a few exceptions. Most records are
therefore held by the national archive of the country in question. This guide will help you
find any information which exists.
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Blog posts Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

20sPeople: ‘A Stranger in a Strange Place’

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20speople-a-stranger-in-a-strange-place/

100 years ago: ‘Egypt is declared to be an independent sovereign
State’

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/100-years-ago-egypt-is-declared-to-be-an-independent-
sovereign-state/

A face through time: Further opening up our prisoner of war records

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a-face-through-time-further-opening-up-our-prisoner-of-war-
records/

A ‘new system of slavery’? The British West Indies and the origins of
Indian indenture

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a-new-system-of-slavery-the-british-west-indies-and-the-origins-
of-indian-indenture/

A parting as of brothers: Bangladesh at 50

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a-parting-as-of-brothers-bangladesh-at-50/

African Princess in Guy’s: The story of Princess Adenrele Ademola

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/african-princess-in-guys-the-story-of-princess-adenrele-
ademola/

An afternoon with the Mangrove Nine

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/afternoon-mangrove-nine/
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Blog posts Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

An iconic and treasured record: The Empire Windrush passenger list

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-empire-windrush-passenger-list/

An interview with artist Ngadi Smart

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/an-interview-with-artist-ngadi-smart/

Before Notting Hill: Causeway Green and Britain’s anti-black hostel
riots

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/before-notting-hill-causeway-green-and-britains-anti-black-
hostel-riots/

Black boxers and the colour bar in 20th century Britain

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/black-boxers-and-the-colour-bar/

Black History Month - the
movement for black civil rights in
Britain
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/black-history-
month-movement-black-civil-rights-britain/

‘Brown Babies’: The children born
to black Gl and white British women
during the Second World War

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/brown-babies-
second-world-war/

Carnival: bringing a ‘little bit of
heaven’ to Notting Hill

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/carnival-
bringing-little-bit-heaven-notting-hill/

Image: Newspaper image from Notting Hill carnival.
Catalogue ref: MEPO 2/10891
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Blog posts Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

‘Curating crises’: Exploring histories of knowledge about volcanoes in
the Caribbean

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/histories-of-knowledge-about-volcanoes-in-the-caribbean/

Depicting Japan in British propaganda of the Second World War

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/depicting-japan-in-british-propaganda-of-the-second-world-
war/

Digitising and conserving black cultural history

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/digitising-conserving-black-cultural-history/

Empire Windrush passengers accommodated at the Clapham South
deep shelter

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/empire-windrush-passengers-accommodated-at-the-clapham-
south-deep-shelter/

Ena Clare Sullivan: A Jamaican nurse aboard the Empire Windrush

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ena-clare-sullivan-a-jamaican-nurse-aboard-the-empire-
windrush/

Examining the Foreign Office’s ‘Slave Trade Department’ records

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/examining-the-foreign-offices-slave-trade-department-records/

Forgotten victims of war: Black merchant seamen interned in the
Second World War

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/forgotten-victims-of-war-black-merchant-seamen-interned-in-
the-second-world-war/
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Blog posts Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

From Cardiff to the Caribbean: The 1919 Race Riots

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/from-cardiff-to-the-caribbean-the-1919-race-riots/

From Yemen to Yorkshire: Using mixed methods to investigate
migration

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/from-yemen-to-yorkshire-using-mixed-methods-to-investigate-
migration/

Garveyism: A letter from the black working class

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/garveyism-a-letter-from-the-black-working-class/

Imagining Empire in the 1920s: Posters of the Empire Marketing Board

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20speople-imagining-empire-in-the-1920s-posters-of-the-
empire-marketing-board/

Improving the nation’s stock
for ‘Great and Greater Britain’:
Eugenics in the 1920s

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20speople-
improving-the-nations-stock-for-great-and-
greater-britain-eugenics-in-the-1920s/

Indian indenture: Creative
responses to the archives

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/indian-
indenture-creative-responses-to-the-archives/

Insaaf: Exploring South Asian
heritage through public information

films

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/insaaf-
exploring-south-asian-heritage-through-public-
information-films/

51 Image: Advertising poster for ‘Insaaf’. Catalogue ref:
INF 6/1584
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Blog posts Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

Jazz, the Charleston and moral panic: Music and dance in 1920s
Britain

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20speople-jazz-the-charleston-and-moral-panic-music-and-
dance-in-1920s-britain/

Journeying: Indian Indenture - working therapeutically to address
archival silences

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/journeying-indian-indenture-working-therapeutically-to-
address-archival-silences/

Legacies of Chinese indenture aboard the Empire Windrush in 1948

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legacies-of-chinese-indenture-aboard-the-empire-windrush-
in-1948/

Let’s talk about the Mangrove Nine

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lets-talk-mangrove-nine/

Lieutenant Euan Lucie-Smith ‘reported missing’: A mother’s enquiry

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lieutenant-euan-lucie-smith-reported-missing-a-mothers-
enquiry/

Life and death in Hong Kong during the Second World War

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/life-and-death-in-hong-kong-during-the-second-world-war/

Life and work in Jamaica in 1938: ‘Like seeds falling on a stony ground’

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/life-and-work-in-jamaica-in-1938-like-seeds-falling-on-a-stony-
ground/
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Blog posts Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

Mapping Caribbean migration to Britain

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mapping-caribbean-migration-to-britain/

Men, mules and machines: The South East Asian battlespace of the
Second World War

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/south-east-asian-battlespace-of-ww2/

Once British Always British: Stories of Indian and Yemeni sailors in
Britain in the 1920s

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/once-british-always-british-stories-of-indian-and-yemeni-sailors-
in-britain-in-the-1920s/

‘Racism Past and Present’: Mixing therapeutic practice with archival
research

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/racism-past-and-present-mixing-therapeutic-practice-with-
archival-research/

Raising awareness of the 1919 ‘Race Riots’ in Liverpool

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/raising-awareness-of-the-1919-race-riots-in-liverpool/

Reflecting on Windrush 75

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/reflecting-on-windrush-75/

Refugee Week 2020: ‘We were the lucky few’

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/refugee-week-2020-we-were-the-lucky-few/
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Blog posts Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

Researching Africa at The National Archives

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/researching-africa-at-the-national-archives/

Researching Black history in the 1921 Census

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/researching-black-history-in-the-1921-census/

Resist: Black Power in the courtroom

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/resist-black-power-in-the-courtroom/

Roy Sawh: From Where | Stand

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/roy-sawh-from-where-i-stand/

Searching for Cliff Tyrell

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/searching-for-cliff-tyrell/

Teaching young people about the Partition of British India: 75th
anniversary

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/teaching-young-people-about-the-partition-of-british-india-
75th-anniversary/

‘The black man and his party’: William Cuffey, Chartist leader

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/black-man-party-william-cuffey-chartist-leader/
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Blog posts Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

The British POWs of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 1945

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-british-pows-of-hiroshima-and-nagasaki-1945/

The early photography of Hong Kong at The National Archives

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-early-photography-of-hong-kong-at-the-national-archives/

The Empire Windrush and the post-war ships that came before

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-empire-windrush-and-the-post-war-ships-that-came-before/

The Free Thai Movement and the SOE

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-free-thai-movement-and-the-soe/

Image: Group of Siamese students at Eastern Warfare School, India (EWS(])). Catalogue ref: HS 1/52

‘The Great Experiment’: Explaining the advent of indenture to the
West Indies

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-great-experiment-explaining-the-advent-of-indenture-to-
the-west-indies/
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Blog posts Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

The Khilafat Movement in Kew

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-khilafat-movement-in-kew/

The land of milk and honey?

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-land-of-milk-and-honey/

The power of photography: Black History Month at Roehampton
Library

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-power-of-photography-black-history-month-at-
roehampton-library/

The Shim Sham Club: ‘London’s miniature Harlem’

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-shim-sham-club-queer-black-london-londons-miniature-
harlem/

W E B Du Bois: Letter to London

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/web-du-bois-letter-to-london/

Women on board the Empire Windrush

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/women-on-board-the-empire-windrush/

Young, British and black: opposing race discrimination

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/young-british-black-case-race-discrimination-1970s-dance-halls/
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Talks, podcasts & webinars Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Histories

The National Archives presents On the Record, a podcast that unearths the real life stories
found in our vast collections.

Join our experts and special guests as we dig deep into the people behind the paper
and bring fascinating stories from more than 11 million records to life. Discover tales of
forbidden love, spies, protest, and the everyday people of the past.

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/20th-century-migration-1914-a-nation-
divided/

This first episode begins with the story of an English woman who loses her citizenship
because of who she chooses to marry, and a British citizen arrested because of his country
of birth. Then we uncover the lesser-told story of people leaving Britain for a better life.

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/20th-century-migration-1948-citizenship-
and-empire/

In this episode, we're looking at two different migration experiences shaped by the British
Nationality Act of 1948. For our first story, we explore the challenges faced by those
arriving in Britain on board the Empire Windrush. We then follow the story of a young man
who leaves Pakistan in search of adventure and opportunity.

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/20th-century-migration-1962-a-social-
revolution/

In 1962, the Commonwealth Immigrants Act limited the freedom of movement for

citizens born outside of the UK. In our final episode, we explore the rise of anti-immigrant
movements during the 1960s. We then look at anti-racist activism and the formation of the
Black Cultural Archives.

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/colonial-office-records/

The Colonial Office was the government department responsible for Britain’s colonies

at various points throughout the 18th to 20th centuries. It issued instructions to colonial
governors, authorised expenditures and determined the broad direction of policy for the
Empire.
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https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/refugee-stories/

Refugee Week (15-21 June) is an annual event that celebrates the contributions of refugees
to Britain. Many refugee stories have found their way onto our repository shelves. In this
special episode, we're sharing just a few of them. We're also going beyond the documents,
as two of our records specialists interview their own parents about their refugee
experiences and connect those stories to the documents we hold.

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/resist-black-power-courtroom/

In 1965, Britain passed the Race Relations Act, which made it illegal to refuse service on
the basis of race. To some, it looked like progress, while some anti-racist activists were
critical. In this episode, we're going to examine two stories of black people in 1960s and
70s Britain using the legal system to fight racism and discrimination. Lorne Horsford used
the protections of the Race Relations Act to make his case. The Mangrove Nine turned the
courtroom into a platform for protesting the institutional racism that flourished outside
the mandate of the Act.

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.
php/windrush-at-75/

Reporters, cameras, speeches, and even
songs publicised the arrival of the HMT
Empire Windrush when it docked at Tilbury on
June 22, 1948. The ship carried 1,027 people
on board, including many passengers from
the Caribbean, invited to help rebuild Britain
after World War II.

In this episode, we're marking the 75th
anniversary of the arrival of the Empire
Windrush through the lens of several unique
records held at The National Archives,
including the official passenger list. Hosting
this episode is Chloe Lee, a Migration and
Citizenship Researcher, and she is joined by
specialists Igbal Singh, Lisa Berry-Waite and
Vicky Iglikowski-Broad.

Image: Newspaper article from the Southern Daily Echo [Southampton] entitled ‘700 work-
wanting Jamaicans arrive at Southampton’, 3 May 1954. Catalogue ref: AST 7/1125 59
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https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/black-british-politics-anti-apartheid-
struggle/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/black-poppies-britains-black-community-
great-war/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/black-power-state/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/colin-jackson-my-journey-into-the-past/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/creating-a-legacy-from-your-family-history/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/king-another-country-indian-soldiers-
western-front/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/freedom-fighters-sources-for-black-
loyalists-at-the-national-archives/
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https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/fundamentals-of-researching-your-
caribbean-ancestors/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/hidden-women-uncovering-the-veil-of-
silence-during-the-partition-of-punjab-india-1947-2/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/introduction-to-immigration-records/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/making-a-mark-the-early-black-
press-1817-1948/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/sovereign-squire-and-rebel-maharajah-
duleep-singh-and-the-heirs-of-a-lost-kingdom/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-strange-journey-of-edward-swarthye-
an-african-in-elizabethan-england-from-the-spanish-caribbean-to-rural-gloucestershire/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-subversion-of-cheddi-jagan-the-cold-
war-in-british-guiana-1953-64/
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https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-three-curses-of-tutankhamun/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/untold-story-raf-black-second-world-war-
fliers-europe/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/ugandan-asians-in-britain-journeys-across-
three-continents-to-find-a-home/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/untold-histories-black-britons-during-the-
period-of-the-british-slave-trade-c-1660-1807/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/west-africa-first-world-war/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/whats-on-line-caribbean-connections/
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https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/

A searchable database of slave ownership, allowing the study of the legacy of slavery in
commercial, cultural, historical, imperial, physical and political areas. The database also
includes maps showing the estates of slave owners in Jamaica, Grenada and Barbados as
well as their estates in Britain.

https://www.ourmigrationstory.org.uk/

This website presents the untold stories of the generations of migrants who came to and
shaped the British Isles.

https://www.slavevoyages.org/

This digital memorial raises questions about the largest slave trades in history and offers
access to the documentation available to answer them.

https://www.history.ac.uk/library-digital/collections/teaching-british-histories-race-
migration-and-empire

A crowdsourced collection of resources for teachers, students and researchers exploring
histories of race, migration and Empire.
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https://www.ourmigrationstory.org.uk/
https://www.slavevoyages.org/
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Why do our hyperlinks come with footnotes?

Our resources are designed to be printed and used in classrooms, which means hyperlinks
aren’t always accessible digitally. We include the full link at the bottom of the page so that

you can type in the address without distracting from the main text of the lesson materials.

Did you know?

The National Archives Education Service also offers free workshops onsite in Kew and online

in your classroom.

Our Onsite Workshops are available for free here at The National Archives and allow

students to experience genuine original documents reflecting over 1000 years of history.
From Elizabeth I's signature to the telegrams of the sinking Titanic, students love the wow-

factor of being able to see real history on the desk in front of them.

Our Online Workshops allow our Education Officers to teach through your projector, leading
discussions and guiding students through activities based around original documents. All
you need is a computer with a projector, webcam and microphone. We'll arrange a test call

before your session to check the tech is working.

Find out more:

(P nationalarchives.gov.uk/education

= education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService
twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu



https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=workshop
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=online-workshop
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
mailto:education%40nationalarchives.gov.uk?subject=Education%20service%20enquiry
https://www.facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService
https://twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu
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