Case Study B -

Tower Hamlets
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1. Look at source one and answer these questions. Try and look at the handwritten version

of the census first before the typed one.

Source one- 1921 Census record- The National Archives (RG15/1655)

*  What religion is Israel? How can you tell?

*  Why does it say ‘out of work’ next to Israel’s job? How do you think that affects the
family?

*  How long do you think the family has lived in Britain? Clue- think about where John
was born.

+ Is there anyone whose job is ‘home duties? Who is doing that job? Why do you think
house work took a long time?

*  What else can you learn about this family?

2. What questions do you have about this family that are not answered by the census
record? Write these down and keep them.

3. Study sources two to four and answer these questions.

Source two- Photograph of Jewish New Year at Philpot synagogue 1922- Tower Hamlets
Local History Library and Archives (P 18776)
*  What does this reveal about Philpot synagogue?

Source three- Newspaper article 1989 about a ‘flapper wedding’- Tower Hamlets Local
History Library and Archives (P 18781)
+  What does this tell you about people’s lives in the 1920s?

Source four- OS map of Grove road 1893- Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archives
(LCM 764)
+ Look at the map of Grove road. What different buildings can you see? What does this

tell you about this area?

4. Look at the questions you wrote earlier. Check which ones have been answered by the

other sources. What further questions do you have about the family or life in the 1920s?
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Source One: 68 Grove Road, 1921 Census Record
Catalogue Ref: RG15/1655



What can archives reveal about people’s lives in the 1920s?

68 Grove Road, 1921 Census

20sStreets

Transcript - Source One
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Source two: Photograph of Jewish New Year at Philpot synagogue
1922 Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archives (P 18776)
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Image description - Source two: Photograph of Jewish New Year
at Philpot synagogue 1922

This photograph shows a congregation of men at a religious service. Most men are wearing
fedora hats and shawls. There is a younger boy at the centre of the image is looking at

the camera with a smile and wearing a kippah (a cap). The congregation look like they are
reading from books. There is a person to the left of the image with their head covered in a

shawl who is standing on a small platform.
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Source three: Newspaper article 1989 about a ‘flapper wedding’
Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archives (P 18781)
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Transcript - Source three: Newspaper article 1989 about a
‘flapper wedding

Flapper Wedding

Andrew Narin and his late wife, Frances (née Tournoff), with members of their family, after
their wedding at the Philpot Street Synagogue, in the East End, on January 2nd, 1928. The
wedding was catered by Monickendam at two guineas a couple. Mr Narin now lives at the
Brighton and Hove Jewish Home. Photo: courtesy of the London Museum of Jewish Life,

Finchley, which welcomes archive photos- Source four: OS map ofGrove road 1893

26



20sStreets What can archives reveal about people’s lives in the 1920s?

Source four: OS map of Grove Road 1893
Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archives (LCM 764)
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Image description - Source four: OS map of Grove Road 1893

Map of the area around Grove Road from Victoria Park and Hertford Union Canal to Palmer’s
Wharf. Rows of terraced houses line the streets with chapels, schools and pubs marked and

industrial buildings shown to the west side of Regents Canal.
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