


20sStreets What can archives reveal about people’s lives in the 1920s?

Tasks

1. Look at source one and answer these questions.

Source one- 1921 Census record- The National Archives (RG15/1655)
*  Why do you think James is ‘out of work’ and might find it difficult to find a job? What
effect could this have on the family?
*  What kinds of things do you think Emily sells as a ‘grocer’?
*  What does Alfred’s job reveal about travel in the 1920s?
*  Who is doing the job ‘home duties’? Why did house work take longer in the 1920s?

*  What else can you learn about the family?

2. What questions do you have about this family that are not answered by the census

record? Write these down and keep them.

3. Study sources two to four and answer these questions.
Source two- Trade directory for Wakefield (list of names and jobs) 1927
+ Canyou find James Whittam on the list? What can you learn about other jobs in

Wakefield?

Source three- Record of Service and army Medical form- The National Archives

*«  What do these documents reveal about Alfred Whittam?

Source four- Grocer's form- West Yorkshire Archive Service (C1323)

+  What does this show about the type of food grocer’s sold?

4. Look at the questions you wrote earlier. Check which ones have been answered by the

other sources. What further questions do you have about the family or life in the 1920s?
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Source One: 68 Thornes Lane Wharf, 1921 Census Record
Catalogue Ref: RG15/1655
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What can archives reveal about people’s lives in the 1920s?

68 Thornes Lane Wharf, 1921

Transcript - Source One

Census
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Source two: Trade directory for Wakefield 1927

DIRECTORY. ] WEST RIDING YORKSHIRE, WAREFIELD, 1015

- Wharton Arthur Ltd, canal carriers (Ernest Hough,

. mngr.), 2a, Bridge st

. Whitaker Geo. Owen, city accountant,Town hall,Wood st

Whitaker Mary Elizh, (Miss), fancy draper,142 Northgt

Whitaler Percy, hairdrssr. 126a, Alverthorpe rd

White Edward & Sons Ltd. brush mirs. 6, 8 & 10
Almshouse la. (TN 460) & Teall st. & paper bag
mers. 2 Broolk st

White Archbld. A. piano tuner, 100 Stanley rd

White Fredk. confetnr. 177 Westgate |

White Hy. who. mer. 3 Southgate. T N 288

White Jn. Wilfrid, hosier, g2 Kirkgate :

White Margb. A. (Mrs,), draper, 13 Bridge st -

White Sarah Jane (Mrs.), dress maker, roo Stanley rd

Whitehead Bros. coal dlrs. 75 Horbury rd

Whitehead Iirnest, cabnt. mkr. see Armitage &
Whitehead |

Whitehead Sylvester, confetnr. 177a, Thornes la

Whiteley Lewis, shopkeeper, 37 Warrengate

Whiteley Luther, saddler, 238 Kirkgate

Whiteley Walt. statnr, 47 Northgate

Whittam James, shopkeeper, 68 Thornes Lane wharf

Whittingstall Frank, grocer, Doncaster road

Whitton William, grease manufacturer, Navigation yard,
Kirkgate. T N 575

Whone Harold, cycle dir. Doncdster rd. Belle Vue.
TN 621 '

Wigglesworth Ellen (Mrs.) & Margt. (Miss), shopkprs.
19 Savile st

Wigglesworth & Wilsdon, tailors, Jackson’s arcade
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Transcript - Source Two: Trade directory for Wakefield 1927
Directory.] West Riding Yorkshire. Wakefield. 1015

Wharton Arthur Ltd, canal carriers (Ernest Hough mngr), 2a Bridge st
Whitaker Geo. Owen, city accountant, Town hall, Wood St

Whitaker Percy, hairdrssr, 126a, Alverthorpe rd

White Edward & Sons Lrd, brush mfrs. 6, 8 & 10 AlImshouse la. (TN 460) & Teall st. & paper
bag makers. 2 Brook st

White Archbld. A piano tuner, 100 Stanley rd

White Fredk confectioner. 177 Westgate

White Hy. Who. Mer. 3 Southgate. TN 288

White Jn. Wilfrid, hosier, 32 Kirkgate

White Margt. A (Mrs), draper, 13 Bridge st

White Sarah Jane (Mrs), dress maker, 100 Stanley rd

Whitehead Bros, coal dIrs. 75 Horbury rd

Whitehead Ernest, cabnt mkr. See Armitage and Whitehead
Whitehead Sylvester, confectnr. 177a Thornes La

Whiteley Lewis, shopkeeper, 37 Warrengate

Whiteley Luther, saddler, 238 Kirkgate

Whiteley Walt, statnr. 47 Northgate

Whittam James, shopkeeper, 68 Thornes Lane wharf

Whittingstall Frank, grocer, Doncaster road

Whitton William, grease manufacturer, Navigation yard, Kirkgate. TN 575
Whone Harold, cycle dir. Doncaster rd. Belle Vue. TN 621
Wigglesworth, Ellen (Mrs) & Margt (Miss), shopkeepers. 19 Savile St

Wigglesworth & Wilsdon, tailors, Jackson’s arcade
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Source Three A: Record of Service
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Transcript - Source Three A: Record of Service

Record of Service Paper

Christian Names: Alfred.

Surname: Whittam

Questions to be put to the Reservist on Joining

What is your Name? 1. Christian Names: Alfred. Surname: Whittam
What is your full Address? 88 Rileys Terrace, Thornes Lane Wharf
Are you a British Subject? Yes

What is your Age? 18 years - months

What is your Trade or Calling? Warfer

Are you Married? Single

N o v s e

Have you ever served in any branch of His Majesty’s Forces, naval or military? If so,
which? No

Have you any preference for any particular branch of the service, if so, which? No

@

9. Areyou desirous of serving in the Royal Navy, if so, state your qualifications. No

|, Alfred Whittam, do solemnly declare that the above answers made by me to the above
questions are true.

Christian Names Alfred Surname Whittam SIGNATURE OF RECRUIT

Date 15-8 1918

Place Pontefract J. Smethurst Signature of Witness

EXEMPTION FROM COMBATANT SERVICE ON CONSCIENTIOUS GROUNDS.

MEDICAL CLASSIFICATION AS TO FITNESS FOR SERVICE ON JOINING.
Classification [Stamped] B(1)

Certificate of Approving Officer

| approve the acceptance of the above-named man, and appoint him to the 53rd Koyli
(Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry)

Date 15 AUG 1918

Place Pontefract

[Signature] Approving Officer. [stamped] Posting Officer for O.C. Recpt. Depot, K.O.Y.L.I
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Source Three B: Army medical form
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Transcript - Source Three B: Army medical form

[Handwritten on top] 88 Rileys Terrace, Thornes Lane, Wakefield

MEDICAL HISTORY of

Surname: Whittam. Christian Names: Alfred. [Stamped] B(1)
Table | - General Table.

Birthplace: Parish: Sandal. County: Yorks.

Examined on 1 day of August 1918 at Wakefield

Declared Age 18 years 0 days

Trade of Occupation Wharfer

Height 5 feet 2 %2 inches  Weight 100 % Ibs

Colour of Hair Brown Complexion Sallow

Eyes Brown

Chest measurements 33 % inches.

Vision 6/6

Identification Marks, such as Tattoo, Moles, Scars etc:- [Blank]
Defects or Ailments

(illegible) st things normal

Examined and found -

[Stamped] RECRUITING MEDICAL BOARD Fit for Grade: B(1) Date: 1-AUG 1918
Re-examined for posting at... [Blank]

On...day of.... [Blank]

Joined at Pontefract on 15 day of August 1918
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Source Four; Grocer’s form
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Transcript - Source Four: Grocer’s form

D. Sainter & Sons. Ltd

FRUIT AND POTATO MERCHANTS
ESTABLISHED 1869

Northgate Pontefract.

HORTICULTURAL PRODUCE

(Sales on Commission) Act. 1926
Dear Sir/s,

We are renewing our Agreements in connection with above, and shall be greatly obliged is

you will kindly sign and return the Form below. Stamped envelope is enclosed.
D.SAINTER & SONS LTD.

HORTICULTURAL PRODUCE

(Sales on Commission) Act. 1926
|/We agree that the provisions of the above named Act shall not apply to goods consigned
by us to Messrs D.SAINTER & SONS LTD., AND THAT “Nett” Returns will be accepted in

connection with same.

Date [Blank] Signed [Blank]
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