
Vehicles fitted with a smart or passive keys (a contactless key) are susceptible 

to a type of theft called “Relay Theft”. 

There are a wide range of electronic devices, key cloning devices and other 

tools that can be easily obtained by opportunist thieves and criminal gangs  

to target your vehicle.

Keyless Car Theft 
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The criminals normally work in pairs, targeting vulnerable and desirable makes of vehicle by using cloning devices which 

have the ability to grab the signal from the smart key so that it appears to the car or van that the key is present.

The whole process can take as little as 60 seconds and for safety reasons the engine won’t cut out when the key is out o 

f range.

Your vehicle is most vulnerable overnight, particularly if parked on your driveway or directly outside your home where 

most of these thefts occurs.

If you are looking to buy a new vehicle, it’s worth looking into the security of your make and model. Thatchams Research, 

who conduct testing on security and safety for vehicles, produce a vehicles’ Consumer Security Rating assessment for all 

new vehicles https://www.thatcham.org/. 

The rating are based on all-round security, but importantly they must also pass a Relay Theft test conducted by Thatcham 

Research technicians. Should it fail, a “Poor” rating is given.

Manufacturers and industry bodies have been working to combat Relay Theft for many years – if you are purchasing a 

new car please speak to your car dealer.

Precious metals such as rhodium, platinum and palladium are used in catalytic converters.  

The price of some of these metals has risen sharply in recent years and as a result has led  

to an increase in the theft of catalytic convertors.

Cars that are most often targeted are hybrid vehicles, as these vehicles have two power sources, 

so the catalytic converter is used less frequently. The metals are less likely to corrode, meaning 

they are worth more and therefore more attractive to thieves.

Hybrid cars, Vans and SUV’s are particularly at risk, as the ride height 

makes access to the exhaust system beneath them easier.

On diesel cars, the diesel oxidation catalyst is often integrated with the 

Diesel Particulate Filter (DPF) and there is evidence that these are being 

stolen for their scrap value too.

Catalytic Convertor Theft
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Theft of property from gardens can be a problem, but having spent time and money on your 

garden you also need to consider its security.

The value of equipment, structures and plants in gardens often amounts to 

thousands of pounds. Most household insurance policies only offer limited 

cover for garden-related items. However, there are several things that can  

be done to improve security in the garden and your shed – most of which  

are relatively inexpensive.

Boundaries and access

The first line of defence against theft is to make sure property boundaries are secure, particularly to the 

rear, where people are often less watchful.

Fences 

Fences need to be of solid construction. It is recommended that fences to the rear of your property are  

1.8m and to the front no higher than 1.2m. Trellis topped fencing can be useful where more open fencing  

is required to allow for greater surveillance. If the fence is constructed of panels which slide into the supports, 

then these must be securely fixed to prevent these panels being removed or manipulated upwards to gain an 

access point. Low-growing thorny shrubs at the base of fences, windows and drainpipes, will also give added 

protection and anti-climb products could be used in vulnerable areas.

All timber employed in the manufacture of the fencing should come from a FSC certified sustainable sources. 

Drives and pathways

Gravel drives and paths make it very difficult for an intruder  

to approach a property quietly.

Gardens
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Key security features for gardens include:

Thousands of motorcycles, scooters and mopeds are stolen across the UK each year. Some 

motorcycles are stolen to order to be exported, others to be broken up for parts for re-sale.

A large number of bikes are left without much security. It takes seconds for a 

thief to steal a moped, scooter or motorcycle, if it is unprotected. It is advised 

that the motorcycle & scooter is locked, chained and covered to make them 

harder to steal.

Motorcycles & Scooters 
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Chain 
Thieves often steal a bike by breaking the steering lock and wheeling it away. Use a chain lock through the 

back wheel (the front wheel can be removed). Secure your bike, with the lock taut to an immovable object 

such as a ground anchor or street furniture. This will stop thieves from cutting a lock trailing on the ground 

using an angle grinder. If this isn’t possible, thread the chain through your bike frame and back wheel. 

Keeping the lock off the ground can prevent it being attacked and smashed.

Police advice is to LOCK, CHAIN, COVER

Lock
Use a disc lock to help secure the front brake disc, or a grip lock to 

secure the brake and throttle controls. You could also use a D lock on the 

front wheel to stop it being wheeled away. Make your motorcycle less of any easy option will reduce the 

chances of it being targeted. Combine the use of a disk lock and a chain lock attached to a ground anchor.

Cover
Thieves often ‘shop’ for particular bike models. Using a cover instantly makes it less attractive to them.  

A cover also provides another time consuming obstacle for the thief. Unfortunately security measures can’t 

guarantee your bike won’t be stolen but, by using multiple security measures, you can make it harder and 

less attractive for thieves. 

For security products for your scooter, motorcycle or moped search our 

‘Accredited products’ page.

These types of vehicles are easy to steal as thieves can easily jump on and drive off when you 

are working on a farm, or target them from workshops and barns. Remote locations such as 

farms can offer rich pickings due to the nature of their rural locations and isolation from other 

neighbours.

Consider the access to the farm yards and building - if gates or entrances 

are no longer used, then seal them off. Restrict access routes to the 

premises where possible – if not, ensure they have good natural 

surveillance from any farm houses.

Quad Bikes & All-Terrain Vehicles
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Advice Tips to reduce your risk to quad bike theft

Take Precautions

Take precautions to deter thieves – remember the best security is a layered approach with the aim of 

making your property a less attractive target.

Keep Out of Sight

Try to keep the vehicles out of sight from nearby roads, as thieves will often survey properties looking for 

vehicles.

Car crime makes up a significant number of all recorded crimes across the United Kingdom.  

Car crime can be distressing and inconvenient, as you could be without your car for a long  

period of time.
This could be due to waiting for the garage to make repairs or for your 

insurer to pay. The majority of vehicle crime occurs from criminals seeing 

opportunities and taking them. But you can easily outsmart the car thief  

by following the advice within this section.

Car Security
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Hide Keys & FobsKeys and ignition fobs should be kept safe and out of sight and reach. A common way to steal a car is 

to take the keys or ignition fob, so never leave them in the vehicle, even if it is unattended for a moment. 

When at home ensure that your keys or ignition fob are kept well away from windows or doors so that 

they cannot be seen by a potential thief, and never leave them close to the front door where they can be 

accessed through letterboxes.

Top tips for car security
Don’t Leave Valuables on Show
It might sound obvious but leaving items on show is an invitation to the opportunist criminal - mobile 

phones, satnavs and mounts, power leads, money, wallets, handbags, sunglasses, coats, jackets and 

bags should always be removed from the vehicle or hidden well out of sight.

Every year thousands of trucks and vans, along with their valuable loads are stolen in the UK, 

costing the owners and their insurers, hundreds of millions in insurance and lost business. 

These losses will negatively impact on local and international trade 

and potentially putting some hauliers out of business.  If your vehicle 

is carrying a load it is a target for crime.  Drivers and owners should be 

aware of some simple measures to make you less likely to becoming a 

victim to this type of crime. 

Lorries & Goods Vehicles
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When parking up with an empty trailer, consider leaving the doors open to deter potential opportunist 

criminals because they can clearly see nothing is stored within the trailer.

Lock it, remove it, alarm it – when leaving your vehicle unattended, first remove valuable items and cash 

from view, lock it and take the keys with you or leave in a secure drawer or office at work.

Top tips for lorries & goods vehicles security

Property marking is a simple and effective way to protect valuables, making them far less attractive to thieves by both reducing the potential to sell them on and dissuading an offender from its theft by realising that the item can be easily linked to the scene of a crime. It also makes it easier for the police to trace the rightful owner of possessions.
The two types of property marking are overt and covert, with Police Preferred property marking schemes also including a register or a manufacturers’ database.

Property marking

www.securedbydesign.com

SECURED BY DESIGN SECURITY ADVICE GUIDE

Chemical etching is a safe and effective way to mark metal, aluminium, plastic and glass that may  form part of a wide range of products such as televisions, laptops, cameras and digital tablets.  Chemical etching kits contain unique stencils that carry the owner’s specific details, such as postcodes, house numbers or names together with the chemical etching compound and an application tool. Care  must be taken to ensure that the warranty status of the item is not affected by the mark and that the  instructions for application are carefully followed.

Property is marked either with a permanent marker, by engraving, by use of tamper evident labels or by use of a chemical etching kit. Property can be marked with a postcode and house name or number.  The police preferred way to overtly mark property is by using chemical etching kits and/or tamper resistant labels.

Tamper resistant labels can be applied to a wide variety of hard surfaces and have a strong adhesive that makes them durable and difficult to remove. The labels can be barcodes, asset numbers or postcodes with house numbers or names that all render the property identifiable and the rightful owner traceable.

Overt property marking

CCTV is Technology which allows you to monitor your home and property  

has changed considerably in recent years.

The Internet Of Things ‘IOT’ has moved into Wi-Fi doorbells and camera 

systems, these can be linked to your phone and tablet to alert you to any 

activation and view your property in real-time.

Residential CCTV

www.securedbydesign.com

SECURED BY DESIGN SECURITY ADVICE GUIDE

CCTV, together with appropriate signage, can provide a good deterrent to intruders.CCTV cameras should provide images of recognition quality and should be positioned in such a way that 

light, natural or otherwise does not interfere with picture quality.
A CCTV system should be designed to cover vulnerable areas at relevant times of the day, such as the need 

for infra-red technology to record night time activity.

These are often targeted by thieves as an easy option and they hold valuable items 

that can be easily sold on i.e. items such as bikes, mowers, power tools, garden 

tools and sporting equipment such as golf clubs. Research has shown that the 

average shed contents are valued between £1,500 and £5,000, making sheds easy 

pickings if insecure.

Don’t make a burglar’s job easier by leaving gardening tools lying around as these are often used to force 

entry into your home – a garden spade can do a lot of damage to a door or window in a short space of time. 

Remember most burglaries are committed at the rear of the home.

Security marking your tools and equipment using an SBD recognised forensic asset marking or etching kit is 

another highly effective and visible deterrent to thieves and an established method of reducing theft.

Depending on the quality and construction of your timber shed door, you have several options of securing 

it. If your shed is of a solid construction, minimum 44mm thick, you may be able to fit a mortice sash lock to 

BS3621 (https://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/standards-explained/locks-associated-hardware)

Sheds & Outbuildings
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Shed security can be improved with a few simple measures:

Where possible, keep your car in a garage. Parking your vehicle out of view 

is one of the best ways to prevent opportunist theft.  

Garages
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There are many garage types:

Detatched garages

These fall into two categories, those located near the house often set back from the road, but well 

overlooked by surrounding houses and those located at the rear of the property accessed by a service road. 

These types of garage are likely to be an easier target due to them being out of sight, often trees and high 

hedging at the rear of gardens to provide some privacy to the houses makes the situation worse.

Garages connected to the house

Some of these will have a connecting door to the main house, so care needs to be taken over the type of 

door fitted. A dual certificated door for both fire and security would be required. More information can be 

found on our Guidance and Standards page.

Garden offices have become increasing popular due to changes to working practices, commuting 

patterns and the COVID19 pandemic. Working from home in a dedicated garden office has many 

advantages. However, as a result these offices have become a target for burglars. 

Whilst most are well constructed, with multi-layers of timber and insulation, 

the doors and windows are always going to be the main target to gain entry. 

Opportunist theft is the biggest threat to your garden office, so it’s really  

important the doors and windows are tested and importantly certificated  

to withstand an attack. 

All doors and windows shown on the SBD website are able to withstand attack methods commonly used by burglars and 

hundreds of products on our website meet the PAS 24:2016 requirement. 

If you are thinking of installing a new garden office, it’s worth asking the manufacturer if the doors and windows are tested 

and certificated to PAS24:2016 - if they don’t comply, ask why? Buying a garden office is an expensive outlay and our 

advice is to put in the right doors and windows when it is constructed, as the extra cost is minimal.

Garden Offices
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If you already have an office and the windows and doors are not as secure as you  

would like, there are many additional retro-fitted locks available on the market.

Hedges
You might decide to plant a hedge along an existing boundary. Native plants  

like hawthorn are defensive and thorny but also produce fruit and provide  

cover for wildlife. 

For hedging plants please see https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice 

Plants that fight back
Clearly, another level of defence are the plants themselves. Thorny, spiky and prickly plants can 

deter even the most determined burglar and may be all the protection you need around your 

property. 

If you choose the right plants, they can also look aesthetically pleasing and add interest to your 

garden. Planted in groups or as focal points, there’s a vast array of forms, textures, and sizes to 

choose from.

Have a chat at your garden centre or with the Royal Horticultural 

Society (RHS) for the right plants for the right location. 

Hedges and Plants
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Having your van or work vehicle stolen, broken into and contents 

stolen can be very distressing. Below we have listed a few simple 

steps you can take to keep your vehicle, and what’s in it, safe. By 

layering security with SBD approved products you help prevent theft 

and vehicle crime.

Van Theft & Crime
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Hide Keys & FobsKeys and ignition fobs should be kept safe and out of sight and reach. A common way to steal a car is 

to take the keys or ignition fob, so never leave them in the vehicle, even if it is unattended for a moment. 

When at home ensure that your keys or ignition fob are kept well away from windows or doors so that 

they cannot be seen by a potential thief, and never leave them close to the front door where they can be 

accessed through letterboxes.

Top tips for van security
Don’t Leave Valuables on Show
It might sound obvious but leaving items on show is an invitation to the opportunist criminal - mobile 

phones, satnavs and mounts, power leads, money, wallets, handbags, sunglasses, coats, jackets and 

bags should always be removed from the vehicle or hidden well out of sight.

Homes
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A home is only as secure as its weakest point of entry, which is why it is so important to have doors and 

windows that are as secure as possible. Doorsets – door, frame, locks, fittings and glazing – which allow 

direct access to your home should achieve the high security standard of the Police Preferred Specification.

Easily accessible windows, including easily accessible roof lights and roof windows,  

should also meet Police Preferred Specification standards.
If you have a door connecting the garage to the house make sure this has the same level of security.

Ensure all keys, including car keys, are out of sight and away from the letterbox,  

as a device could be used to hook keys through the letterbox.

Many burglaries are opportunistic, however home security can be 

improved with a few simple measures:

Secured by Design
CRIME PREVENTION GUIDES
Secured by Design is the national police crime prevention initiative



Each section is full of useful crime prevention advice to help you stay safe and 
can be downloaded as a handy PDF.  Listed alongside our practical advice are 
the products offered by our Secured by Design member companies that have 
undergone the testing and certification required to meet the police preferred 
specification. This testing process ensures a standard and quality of product 
which will afford confidence and peace of mind.

Secured by Design’s Crime Prevention & Security Advice  
Hub https://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-
prevention-advice offers best practice, alongside practical 
crime prevention methods.

HOME SECURITY

Garage Security

Doors

Alarms

Windows

Home whilst 
on holiday

Property Marking

Home SafesGeneral home 
security

GARDEN SECURITY

Sheds and outbuildings Hedges Garden OfficesGardens

PERSONAL SAFETY

Stay safe when  
travelling

Stay safe when 
online dating

Stay safe when 
socialising



BICYCLE & VEHICLE SECURITY

Catalytic 
convertor theft

Theft by key 
programming

Motorcycles 
and scooters

Quad bikes and  
all-terrain vehicles

Cars

Caravans

Plant 
machinery

Lorries and  
goods vehicles

Keyless car/   
‘relay’ theft

Vans and toolsBicycles

RURAL & AGRICULTURAL SECURITY

Quad bikes and  
all-terrain vehicles

Tractor GPS theftFuel Theft

MARINE SECURITY

Yachts and other marine craftBoats

CYBER SECURITY

Working from 
home

Passwords Latest thefts 
and scams

Safeguarding



Police Preferred

 �Secured by Design operates an accreditation scheme on 
behalf of the UK Police Service for all security products that 
can deter and reduce crime and keep you safe – the Police 
Preferred Specification

 �SBD is the only way for companies to obtain police 
recognition for security-related products in the UK

 �Look for the SBD logo on the product packaging or when 
buying a product, ask whether it has been accredited by 
Secured by Design, the official police security initiative

 �The SBD website lists the companies who are members of 
Secured by Design along with their accredited products. You 
can also search for products via the product search function

 �There are over 7000 individual attack resistant crime 
prevention products that have met the exacting Police 
Preferred Specification. This includes doors, windows, 
external storage, bicycle and motorcycle security, locks and 
hardware, asset marking, alarms, CCTV, safes, perimeter 
security products and many others.

Secured by Design 
1st Floor
10 Victoria Street
London  
SW1H 0NN

Tel: 0203 8623 999
Email: enquiries@police-cpi.co.uk
Web: www.securedbydesign.com
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